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om the 9th to the 15th of the imperial centre. These ruins can

centuries, Angkor was the help conjure a world that is truly

political, religious and cultural  marvellous; and that is part of their value

capital of the Khmer Empire. as part of our cultural world heritage.
During its 12th- to 13th-century golden Remarkably, furthermore, Angkor has

age, this was one of the most powerful always maintained a living heritage — these
kingdoms in Southeast Asia, holding swagncient spiritual centres have never died.
from southwest China to the southern tip Buddhist monks continued to maintain
of Indochina and from Vietnam to the  Angkor as an important pilgrimage site
Bay of Bengal. But, following the Empire'fom the 15th till the late 19th century,
collapse, the whole of the Angkor templewhen Western scholars first began to
complex, nearly reclaimed by the jungle, explore this jungle-shrouded, lost city of
was lost for long periods to most of the fable. And Bayon, for example — a temple
world. mound at the heart of Angkor Thom, a
The ruins of Angkor are magnificent former capital of the Khmer Empire and
in themselves — few civilizations in the one of the most important sites — still
world have left monuments so impressivattracts monks and nuns from all parts of
But they're all the more impressive for Cambodia.
what they suggest — for the sights that are Visitors should try to see Angkor Wat

no longer there, a way of life that in the sunrise. The complex faces west, so
vanished, in large part, with the wood, the sun rises behind it, framing silhouettes
woven bamboo and thatch secular against the dawn sky as, already at 6.30am,

buildings that have long since decayed, orange-robed monks go about their
leaving only the stone-and-brick skeletonbusiness.
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